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ELLISBURG, VERNON, DUPONT, JACKSON, and LITTLE ROCK
Lake Ontario, dividing Canada and the United States, spans a lateral distance one-half the width of New
York State, beginning at the western edge. It appears to be a giant hand, squeezing the state into a triangle.
Jefferson County hugs its eastern shore. And here nature provided a safe haven for ships, Sackets Harbor,
where the ground drops precipitously at the water’s edge. Ships could moor and exchange cargo and
personnel at the shoreline. This strategic prize did not go unnoticed by the British and Americans in the
War of 1812. A few miles south of the harbor is the Town of Ellisburg, itself bordering Lake Ontario.
In 1838, Charles Clark Hovey, and his wife Eliza Pease Hovey, of this town, welcomed into this world
their very first son. They named him Henry P. Hovey, in memory of Charles’s uncle, who had died in 1831
at the age of 23. They hoped the gesture would consol Charles’ parents. Ezra Hovey had fathered five girls
before his second wife, Urania, produced a son, Henry. Like his father, Charles was a miller. Moreover, he
loved to draw, paint, and make small, pretty things, like button boxes. He was content to spend all of his
life locally.

Charles Clark Hovey was born November 2,
1814 in Lee, Oneida County, New York. He
married Eliza Pease who lived next door to his
father’s mill. They moved north to Jefferson
County, New York, where Charles carried on,
and apparently prospered at, the milling
business. They had two boys and three girls.
Eliza died in 1853. Three years later, Charles
married Mary Scott Webster and they had a
daughter. Charles died March 4, 1869,

Eileen Nelson

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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His oldest son had his own agenda. The age of the canals had yielded to the age of the railroads, again
starting in New York State. The boy would witness the evolution of the steam locomotive, with all that
appeals to a young man: power, command, and the chance for adventure. He harnessed the power and
became a steam engineer, usually working as a railroad locomotive driver, an occupation that would take
him far from home. Also, by the time he married, he had changed his name. He adopted his father’s name,
Charles, and used “Henry” as his middle name. Not everyone was aware of or happy about the change, his
grandmother, Sedate Yeoman, continued to call him Henry.
Amanda Melvina Stout had her nativity on February 5, 1849 in Vernon, Indiana, the daughter of Thomas,
and his wife Melvina Chambers.. She was a member of a typically large family for this time, the sixth
child of eleven offspring. Sometime before 1860, Thomas moved his family to Dupont, in nearby
Jefferson County, a distance of about 20 miles. Like his daughter’s future father-in-law, Thomas was a
miller, but he had given up on water power from unpredictable streams, which was either too often was a
flood or a trickle. He and his son, Isaac, used steam power to run their saw mill.

Thomas Goodin Stout was born September 20, 1815 in
Kentucky. When he was two years old, his father moved
the family to Jefferson County, in southern Indiana. That
same year, Melvina Chambers was born. They were
childhood sweethearts and married in 1836. During the
Civil War, they received an unwelcome visit from
Confederate General John Hunt Morgan and his band’ of
raiders, who in defiance of orders, looted, robbed, and
generally scared the daylights out of the locals. They had
a large family and several died in infancy. Thomas died in
1905, a few months after observing their 69th wedding
anniversary. Melvina passed away in 1909.

Michael Flood

Vernon, which is in Jennings County, is located in the southern part of Indiana, a region well known for its
religious excitability. Large crowds gathered at tent meetings where visiting evangelist exhorted the
faithful to righteousness. No middle ground was seen, souls spent eternity in Heaven or Hell. Worshipers
fell in swoons, and so overcome with spiritual fervor, they spoke incomprehensively, known as "speaking
in tongues".
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One group of zealots, known as the White Caps, took it upon themselves to lynch those whom they
thought to be excessively sinful. Their activities were brought to an end by a pair of sharp shooting
youngsters defending their mother. One dark night, the White Caps descended upon the home of a woman
whom they believed to be an adulteress, seized her and brought her to the front porch to be hanged.
Meanwhile, her sons circled in from behind the house and concealed themselves behind shrubbery.
Having a rope, but not the foresight to tie a noose, the would-be assailants lit a lantern, and the boys
opened fire on their self illuminated targets. Amanda would not condone such extremes, but she was
deeply religious and active in the Baptist Church throughout her life.

Charles Henry Hovey was named Henry B.
Hovey by his parents, Charles Clark Hovey and
Eliza Pease of Jefferson County, New York.
Apparently, he did not wish to take the name of a
deceased uncle and adopted his father’s first
name as his own. The several reports of his age
fail to agree when he was born, but August 1840
is likely. This photograph may have been taken in
1895 when Charles and Amanda observed their
25th wedding anniversary, and is but one of only
two known images. Charles’ walrus moustache
masks any emotion he may have felt.

Charles Leroy Hovey

____________________________________________________________________________________
Amanda was about 11 years old when she saw Abraham Lincoln, whose election in 1860 caused great
excitement. On his way to Washington, he stopped at Indianapolis, which is where Amanda probably
caught a glimpse of this man who held out so much promise of saving the Union. The family was familiar
with politics. Amanda's father helped found the Republican Party in Indiana, and her grandfather, Isaac
Chambers, was once an Indiana State legislator. Seeing Lincoln was a never to be forgotten experience.
The Civil War became more than just a remote event to the Stout family. In July 1863, General John Hunt
Morgan, an inspiring and independent cavalry leader in Kentucky and Tennessee could not resist the lure
of a raid into Indiana. Morgan took about 3,000 men, crossed the Ohio River at Maucport, about 75 miles
south of Dupont, and headed north. Light resistance was quickly scattered and the soldiers took what they
wanted, replenishing their horses as they went. Morgan's Raiders, as they would eventually be called,
3

Charles and Amanda Hovey – The Winning of the West

reached their northernmost point, Dupont, on July 12. They were preceded by rumor, the primary means
of communication. No one knew what to expect, and fear spread among the townspeople. Amanda, age
14, did not know what evil might happen to her. Morgan and his men commandeered the Stout
household. They made Amanda and the rest of the family surrender their beds and sleep on the floor, but
not before ordering that breakfast be ready for them early the next morning.
Morgan's Raiders let the women alone, but they purloined hams from the local packing house. The meat
packer's daughter was as outraged as she was brave, and from a porch she told a group of Confederates
____________________________________________________________________________________

Amanda Melvina Stout was born February
5, 1848, in southern Indiana. Her
brothers were railroad workers, which may
have lead to an introduction to her future
husband, Charles Hovey, who was also a
trainman. She and Charles were married
on May 19, 1870, in Blandville, Kentucky.
They lived in several frontier cities as the
railroads moved west

Hovey Family Collection

________________________________________________________________________________
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what she thought of their thievery. If Amanda was within hearing she would have been horrified. Soldiers
though, admire bravery, and one Kentucky trooper was enchanted by the spirited outburst. He spoke up in
admiration, "After we git through lickin' you Yankees, I'm gonna come back up here and marry you!”
Charles was an engine runner for the Union’s U.S. Military Railroad. According to one friend, “During the
Civil War he saw hard and dangerous service running federal trains, transporting troops and military
stores to the front. He served through this hazardous duty until the close of war.” Railroads were of
important strategic value, which made them in turn, important targets. Mines sensitive to vibrations were
buried beneath railroad ties, with the purpose of destroying the leading engine. Counter measures included
coupling empty flatcars in front of the engine. The train runners themselves were the target of
sharpshooters, and the army took a typical military approach by encasing the cab in armor. But the heat
was unbearable, and the practice was abandoned.

Amanda Hovey, the young, somber bride.
This card-size photograph was taken by A. B.
Langford, Photographer, of Jackson,
Tennessee, an important railroad hub. We can
recognize the handwriting as that of her new
husband, Charles, from an affidavit he wrote
concerning a pension for Amanda’s mother.

Lyle Shattuck

Charles and Amanda were married on May 19, 1870, in Blandville, Kentucky. That Amanda was not
married in the county where she was raised, like most girls, tells us that this couple started out their lives
on the move. They traveled to Tennessee about a month later, where, in the railroad town of Jackson, they
stopped and the young bride had her picture taken. To the public, in keeping with 19th Century formality,
he was known as C. H. Hovey and she as Mrs. C. H. Hovey.
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Sometime before l872, Charles and Amanda arrived in Little Rock, Arkansas. Their first two children,
Meta and Charles Clyde were born in this southern city. Meta was born on April 19, 1872 and Clyde, as he
was usually called, started his life on April 5, 1874. There they may have lived with Amanda's, brother,
Jeptha, who was also a railroad engine driver. Little Rock was still smarting from the defeat of the
Confederacy and fuming from the belittling effects of Reconstruction, former slaves had been appointed
as congressmen, and streets had been renamed for Union leaders. Amanda must have felt quite
uncomfortable in this hostile environment.
Her brother, Hezekiah, had been a Union soldier who died in the Civil War. As the Stout family had pieced
it together, Hezekiah, had traveled to Indianapolis, lied about his age and joined the cavalry. His unit had

Hezekiah Stout was born December 31, 1846. When
he enlisted on August 29, 1863 in the Indiana Cavalry,
he stood 5 feet 6 inches tall with blue eyes and brown
hair. He lied about his age, claiming to be 18 years old,
when in fact he was 17, and was paid $25 for enlisting
for a three year term. This photograph was taken
shortly after receiving his new uniform. His shell jacket
is cut short to facilitate equestrian action, and the nine
buttons signify his service in the cavalry.

Charlie Jones

conducted raids into southern territory, but one day the Confederate troops were ready for them. Outmaneuvered by a better organized force, Hezekiah's unit fell into disarray. They panicked and scattered,
and. most were captured, including Hezekiah. He was sent to the infamous Andersonville prison. There, in
what Northerners considered a conscious pattern of annihilation, the inmates were subjected to squalid,
unsanitary conditions which caused death to most, Hezekiah among them.
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VIRGINIA CITY and GOLD HILL
In 1874 a new vein of rich silver ore was discovered at the Comstock Lode in Nevada. Eliot Lord, an
employee of the United States Geological Survey, wrote, "The lid, so to speak, of that wonderful
ore-casket, termed commonly the Big Bonanza, had been lifted off. Of its magnitude and richness all
were then ignorant. No discovery which matches it has been made on this earth from the day when the first
miner struck a ledge with his rude pick until the present."
The mining editor of the Virginia City newspaper, the Territorial Enterprise, exuded in 1875 that there was
not the slightest doubt that the bonanza would yield $34 million a year for at least ten years. Miners came
from all over the world to work at the Comstock Lode; it was an opportunity to work for a high wage: $4
a day. All miners, regardless of experience were paid the $4, engineers were paid slightly more. This wage
was three to six times what a miner could earn in England, for example. Rent for a single room cost only
around $16 and room and board together in a boarding house ran but up to $45 per month. Money flowed
with abandon.
It was stories of the Big Bonanza and high wages that brought Charles, Amanda, Meta, and Clyde-just
barely a year old-to Virginia City, Nevada, in 1875. The only practical method of travel to the Comstock
was as passengers on the Virginia & Truckee railroad. The route from Carson City to Virginia City

Grant Hovey

It’s easy to image Charles, Amanda, Meta and Clyde boarding a Virginia & Truckee passenger car somewhat like
this. The railroad had depots in both Virginia City and Gold Hill.

___________________________________________________________________________________
meandered northeast through desert mountains. One can guess the family’s anticipation as the train slowly
snaked through pass after pass. The young family would not have seen their destination until they had
rounded the last curve and arrived at Virginia City. They were joined by other members of the family:
Amanda's younger brothers, James and Frank Stout, also lived at the Comstock at this time. The Hoveys
and the two Stouts would continue to support each other throughout their lives.
7
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The Comstock miners, many of them single men, wanted their diversions after a hard day's dangerous toil.
This demand created a city unlike anything Amanda had seen before. Saloons, gaming houses, and houses
of prostitution operated at all times of the day and night. For the entertainment of the miners, wild animals
were pitted against each other in battles to the death. Amanda must have been deeply offended by this
modern Sodom and Gomorrah.
Charles worked as an engineer at the Wells Fargo Mine, one of the many small mines at the Comstock
Lode. His job was important to the safety of the miners and the success of the operation. He ran the steam
engine which pumped fresh air to the miners in the tunnels below and also pumped the steaming hot water
out. As an engineer he would have made about $5 per day.

Well Fargo & Company Do Not Copy

The Wells Fargo Mine, where Charles worked as a steam engineer, sits amidst a hilly desert. Here the local grayish
tan vegetation seldom grows taller than a man’s knee. Any confusion between this business and the widely known
Wells Fargo & Company is strictly intentional, as one can see from the crude drawing of a stage coach on their stock
certificate.

The Wells Fargo Mine was a brand new business when Charles reported for work, having been
incorporated in January 1875. O.H.Bogart, an original officer of the corporation, may have been more
interested in promoting stock that in finding gold and silver. The Wells Fargo Mining Company appeared,
by its name, to be part of the well known Wells Fargo & Company. Lest anyone miss the point, a
stagecoach, with the title, "W F Mining Co", is pictured on the finely engraved stock certificate. Actually
the mine was in no way connected to the famous Wells Fargo and merely traded on its good name.
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The family lived at the mine, probably renting a simple wood frame house. In most of the dwellings the
only partition between adjoining rooms was a sheet of cotton cloth stretched tightly from floor to ceiling,
and covered with paper. Other employee of the mine lived nearby, creating a little town of its own. The
mine was located about a half of a mile north of Virginia City.
___________________________________________________________________________________

Lyle Shattuck
Lyle Shuttuck

Charles Clyde Hovey, about a year old. His
curly dark locks await Clyde’s first haircut. His
face reflects his mother’s heavey eye ridges,
and his father’s broad features. Not old
enough for pants, what we see are leggings,
he is dressed in a boy’s gown. Soft leather
boots protect his feet as he learns to walk.

Mr. E. Hurd, the photographer, gave his city
address as Virginia, preferring it over the
more formal Virginia City. His promise to
reproduce the photograph at “any time”
reminds us of just how temporary
everything, including thriving businesses,
can be.

____________________________________________________________________________________
On October 26, 1875 the family witnessed a scene they likely never even imagined. Certainly they had
seen a house or barn or some other structure on fire, but never did they expect to see an entire city aflame.
Eliot Lord provides us with this account. "A coal-oil lamp was upset in a little lodging house of Virginia
City and flames filled the house in a moment. Fanned by the wind, they leaped from roof to roof until the
whole quarter was on fire, and the imminent peril of the city was seen. Bells rang out the alarm with their
sharp, startling clangor, and steam-whistles blew ear-piercing blasts, sounding above the crackling of the
flames, the shouts of the firemen, the cries of escaping women and children, and the rattling of engines and
cartwheels. Lines of hose were quickly attached to the hydrants, and engines began to throw water upon
9
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the fire, but the firemen might as well have attempted to quench a volcano. No rain had fallen for several
weeks, and the wooden dwellings were as dry as tinder. Roof after roof would thus blaze up behind the
opposing ranks of the firemen, until they were hemmed in between to walls of fire and forced to yield the
street, and re-form farther down the slope. With every foot thus gained the fury of the fire seemed to
increase; flame-spires darted from its blazing front "like blasts from a myriad of blow-pipes, and the very
air seemed on fire to the eyes of the startled people. A natural panic seized them, and with one accord men,
women, and children fled before the flames, carrying in their hands the things they most prized, and only
halting when far out beyond the city on the open face of the mountain.”
The townspeople quickly turned their considerable energies to restoring the city. Plans to rebuild the city
were laid even before the flames were extinguished. Lumber was unloaded for new construction the day
after the fire. The work of construction went on all day long and far into the night, in the midst of storms as
well as in fair weather. Sixty days after the fire the principal streets running through the burnt district were
lined with business houses, the majority of which were of a better class than those destroyed. It is likely
that the studio of E. Hurd, photographer, at 82 South C Street, had recently been rebuilt when Amanda
arrived with young Clyde and had his picture taken.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Graham Hardy Collection in Comstock Mining and Miners copyright 1959.

Virginia City in 1878 looking eastward down six mile canyon. The Wells Fargo mine would have been north of the area appearing in this
photograph. Later, the family purchased a house on Sheldon Street, which was in the adjoining city of Gold Hill, but ran next to the Virginia City
line. Charles could walk to work at the Gould and Curry mine, which would have been near the center of this photograph, and Amanda could
do her shopping in Virginia City.

____________________________________________________________________________________
In December 1875 the Wells Fargo Mine experienced the nemesis of mining: flooding. Foul water in the
mines always presented a difficult challenge. Huge quantities of hot water, recorded as high as 157
degrees, were encountered underground, giving the Comstock miners the wry nickname of "Hot Water
Plugs". In October 1876 Bogart announced that a new and more powerful engine and pump would be
installed, which meant building a new structure to house the apparatus. All efforts were in vain. The value
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of the stock dropped to a nickel a share in 1877. The mine never paid a dividend and eventually levied
assessments against its stockholders of $264,600.
With the failure of the Wells Fargo mine, Charles and family moved to Gold Hill, the city just South of
Virginia City. There, in1877, he purchased a house on a long narrow lot, 25 by 125 feet. The property was
at the east end of Sheldon Street, which nearly paralleled the city line. It had a proper address: 72 Sheldon
Street and the Hovey's were the neighbors of Catherine Kline, who had been born in Prussia, and James
Burbank, a teamster from New Hampshire.

James Chambers Stout came onto the scene
on October 29, 1854. He is seen here with his
second wife “Minnie” on their wedding day. He
may be the same James Stout of Downey
arrested for in 1876 for stealing a horse and
saddle. He joined his sister Amanda in
Virginia City and Gold Hill at the height of the
Comstock mining boom. His first wife, Edith
McRae, died in 1902 after a five year marriage
and he married Minnie Clark, seen in this
photo, in 1911. Neither marriage produced
children. He worked on the railroad for many
years James died on
January 10, 1941

Avonelle Hawke

____________________________________________________________________________________
It was while the family was living in Gold Hill that Meta, who would have been six years old in 1878,
started her education. The public schools were well conducted, comparing favorably with New England
schools. The teachers were well paid, competent as a whole, and interested in their work. The students, we
are told, were attentive and responsive, quick to learn and trained to digest their textbooks. Public support
for the schools was high. Even the most ignorant miner was eager that his children should have the
training he lacked.
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Charles took a job at the Gould and Curry, one of the more successful mines, not as an engineer, as he
would have wanted, but as a miner. If his work was typical of miners during this time, he may have fancied
that he had committed himself to a living hell. Eliot Lord describes the miners’ working conditions
produced by the great heat of the depths. "Descending from the surface in 'the shaft-cages, they enter
narrow galleries where the air is scarce respirable. By the dim light of their lanterns a dingy rock surface,
braced by rotting props, is visible. The stenches of decaying vegetable matter, hot foul water, and human
excretions intensify the effects of the heat. The men throw off their clothes at once. Only a light
breech-cloth covers their hips and thick-soled shoes protect their feet from the scorching rocks and
steaming rills of water which trickle over the floor of the levels. Except for these coverings they toil naked,
with heavy drops of sweat starting from every pore. They can only work at some stopes for a few moments
at a time, dipping their heads repeatedly under water-showers from conduit pipes, and frequently filling
their lungs with fresh air at the open ends of blower tubes. Then they are forced to go back to stations
where the ventilation is better and gain strength for the renewal of their labor."
But this work was for younger, single men. In 1879, Charles was laid off, and there was no other
employment. The Big Bonanza had not lived up to expectations, and the days of glory for the Comstock
were drawing to an end. One by one, the mines flood, and closed.
In 1880 Charles turned 42. He had been unemployed for a year, and an important decision had to be made.
Amanda's brother James, who was living with them now, no doubt took part in the discussions. Perhaps
her younger brother Frank also lent his advice. They made their decision. Charles sold the property, and he
and his family left this extraordinary and memorable place for a new life.
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TUCSON, DOWNEY, GILA BEND, and EL PASO
The paths of Charles and Amanda diverged following the Comstock bust. Perhaps the tensions of
unemployment and quartering his brother-in-law in the tiny house placed a strain on the marriage, or
maybe Charles was forced to remain in the only place where he could find work. By 1881 Charles had
moved to Tucson, Arizona, where he was employed as an engine runner for the Southern Pacific Railroad,
his employer for most of his life. In 1882 he was living in nearby Gila Bend, but moved back to Tucson in
1883, and was living there in 1887. Meanwhile, Amanda resided in California.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Arizona Historical Society

Tucson Railroad Depot. Completion of the line to Tucson was only one link in a southern route for a railroad
line spanning the continent. In 1853, Jefferson Davis, Secretary of War at the time, advocated a
transcontinental running through the South. Congress could not reach agreement until their members from the
South left the legislature during succession and a northern route was chosen. While the joining of the rails in
Utah on May 10, 1869, was celebrated with great ceremony, the completion of the lower route in western Texas
on January 12, 1883, went mostly unnoticed.

___________________________________________________________________________________
Charles faced dangers and demanding responsibilities. The engine runner had to ride in the most
dangerous part of the train, take charge of a steam-boiler that might explode and blow him to bits, and of
other machinery that may break and kill him, and at the same time keep up a vigilance which required
more than human patience. If running a fast express through midnight darkness over a line where a similar
train had been tipped off a precipice by train wreckers the night before, he had to dash forward with the
sure confidence that he would if in broad daylight on the open desert. When there was danger ahead,
there was generally one thing for the engineer to do, and that is to stop as soon as possible. With the
13
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invention of air-brakes, the engineer could, with a turn of his hand, apply every brake in the train with the
grip of a vise in less time than it would take him to reach the whistle-pull. Reversing the engines was
necessary on most locomotives, and formerly was on all.
The freight engineer's everyday thoughts were largely about the care of his engine and the perplexities of
getting out of it the maximum amount of work with the minimum amount of fuel. The constant aim of
Charles's supervisors was to have the engine draw every pound it possibly could. To haul a train up a long
and steep grade when the cars were so heavily loaded that the addition of yet another car would bring the
whole to a dead stand-still required a skill that only could be gained from long experience.
The passenger engineer's greatest concern was to keep on schedule. A little, carelessness in feeding the
fire, in letting cold water into the boiler, or in slackening more than is necessary when the right to the track
is in doubt. These and other similar circumstances might cause delays in arrival at the next station and
necessitate an embarrassing interview with the boss.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Buttons worn by railroad crews. The Gila Bend,
Arizona, museum displays these and similar buttons with
the claim that they were worn by railroad personnel.
While It’s difficult to imagine a 19 th century, red blooded,
American, railroad crewman demanding that his clothing
have buttons with pictures of little trains on them, or be in
the shape of valentines, the buttons had been sewn onto
the clothing as part of the manufacture process and the
consumer had little choice in the matter.

Grant Hovey

___________________________________________________________________________________
Amanda too lived in Gila Bend. Upon arriving, she must have been reminded of those adventurous days
at the Comstock a few years past. She was again asked to raise a family in the arid desert. Moreover, the
Comstock was a teeming metropolis. Here few had reasons for staying. This nondescript spot in the desert
became an important Southern Pacific rail center. Amanda's brothers, Frank and James, were engineers on
the Denver Rio Grande and Western Railroad running from Gila Bend to the California border. Frank was
a passenger train engineer and James ran the freight train.

14
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____________________________________________________________________________________

John Franklin “Frank” Stout youngest, but
perhaps the most successful of the children
was born on July 25, 1861. During the
heyday of the Comstock Lode in Nevada, he
lived in Virginia City. But Frank spent most
of his working life on the railroads in Texas.
He married May Belle Wallace of Houston,
Texas. Although he had no children, he was
interested in the family and visited Hezekiah’s
grave in Andersonville. He died in Los
Angeles on April 15, 1948.

Charles Leroy Hovey

___________________________________________________________________________________
Amanda moved to Downey, California and lived separately from Charles, purchasing property in her own
name in 1882. At this time she was pregnant with Ferdinand, who was born in Downey July 13, 1882.
Her parents, Thomas and Melvina Stout, moved to Downey at this time, perhaps to help her with the birth.
Her brother, James, was already a resident. At that time, Downey was a small farm community. Owing to
its rich soil, a variety of crops was grown there, including tobacco.
Amanda and her family must have a deep concern about buying land in California. Would the property
rightfully belong to them? In Indiana, the United States Government had granted lands to developers who
in turn sold it to others. In Nevada, there was little concern because of the barrenness of the place and the

15
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___________________________________________________________________________________

Thomas and Melvina greet visitors in Downey.
The Stouts moved to Downey to be with their
daughter and to improve their health. They
stayed in the house owned by their son Jim,
who was employed by the railroad and lived in
various other cities. He was respected by the
Downey community and gained the title,
Grandpa Stout.

___________________________________________________________________________________
fact that the ownership was only temporary. But California had been under a foreign power, Mexico, and
the land owned by Mexican citizens. Their ranches, or rancheros as they called them, were now being
claimed by America citizens. Litigation could drag through the courts for years, with possible adverse
consequences.
The solution for Amanda in 1882 was to purchase land once owned by someone held in the highest repute:
John Gately Downey, Civil War Governor of California. He had acquired the Rancho Santa Gertrudes and
divided the ranch into small farm plots. The legal title to the land freed the farmers from disputes over
ownership, as had happened to some squatters on other ranchos. It assured them that they could plant their
trees and grow their crops knowing they would reap the harvest. The public document evidencing the
transfer of property to the Hoveys took note of the fact that the seller, Woodford Holeman, had purchased
the property from John Downey himself in 1874.
Amanda's home in Downey, as eventually determined by the County Assessor, was a nearly rectangular
lot of about 13 acres. The property was bounded on the north by First Street, owing to the fact that it was
16
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the first street north of the depot, and on the east by College Road Number Two. To the south ran the
roadbed of the Southern Pacific Railroad, which was still there at the beginning of the Twenty First
Century. Patton Road delineated the west boundary of the property.
Through the property ran the Cochran ditch, which was an important part of the local irrigation system.
Water was drawn from San Gabriel River as early as 1861. The primary ditch was six miles long, and then
divided into four separate ditches. Woodford Holman reserved the water rights with the ditch when he sold
Amanda the property.
Holman was a farmer growing an unusual crop: pampas grass. The plumes resembled giant feathers. He
marketed some 200.000 plumes a year. Prices at the field site ranged from $60 to $200 per thousand.
Women of high fashion in Boston, New York, Baltimore, and other centers of fashion would pay as much
as one dollar a stalk for it. It was also popular in Europe.
The Hoveys' neighbor to the east was Earl G. Greening. He had been a store clerk in. Downey when that
part of it was called College Settlement. He and J .E. Jennison opened their own general merchandise
store in Downey. To the north lived Judie McKellar, with whom Amanda would share much of her life.
In 1884 Amanda purchased additional land from Robert and Anna Newcomb, a farmer who hailed from
Mississippi. Compared with the Hoveys, he was a Downey old-timer, having been in the area since 1870.
He had purchased the land from Woodford Holman, of pampas grass fame.
By 1886 Amanda and the children were in El Paso, Texas, visiting perhaps, because she still owned the
property in Downey. They attended the local Baptist church, where the Reverend George W. Baines was
the minister. The church choir was directed by Mrs. Smythe. In August, Reverend Bains performed the
rite of baptism-full emersion for Baptists-on young Clyde, twelve years old. Amanda must have been
deeply moved at the ceremony. She loved the boy. He attended Sunday school regularly, and was popular
with the other children at the public school, where Miss Fink was his teacher.
_________________________________________________________________________________

Clyde Hovey’s tragic accident shocked the local citizens. This news
story appeared on April 26, 1887 in the El Paso Times. Clyde was
barely alive, but the reporter had a deadline to meet. Subsequent
stories reported his death and his father’s futile attempt at arriving in
time to see his son alive.

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Clyde celebrated his 13th birthday on April 5, 1887. He was becoming a young man. On Saturday, April
23 at about 5 p.m. he was about to take the train to visit an aunt a few miles west of the city. But 13 year
old boys are an impatient lot. While waiting for the train, Clyde and other boys engaged in play, running
across the track near the water tank. A switch engine came from behind and Clyde was caught under the
wheels, crushing both legs near the body. Still alive, he was carried home and several doctors were
brought in. They knew they could do nothing to save him, and administered what medications they could
to make him comfortable. They expected him to live for only a few hours longer.
A telegram was sent to Charles, who was still in Tucson, to return immediately, and it was reported that a
special engine was dispatched which was scheduled to bring him home at 6 a. m., Sunday morning. Clyde
remained conscious throughout the night and next morning. He accepted the fact that he was going to die
and spoke lucidly about the accident. His only wish was that he could live until his father returned. Clyde
tenaciously clung to life, hoping to see his father. Charles, the engineer, was now only a passenger on the
slowest, longest, and most agonizing train ride of his life. Clyde died about 8:30 Sunday morning, April 24
1887. Charles arrived, too late, on the afternoon train.
Following Clyde's death, Ferd came down with typhoid fever. As he lay on Clyde's death bed, Charles and
Amanda, already experiencing deep grief, must have thought that would lose this son also. A local
photographer was brought in to record the morbid scene. Happily, Ferd survived his illness.
___________________________________________________________________________________

Lyle Shattuck

Amanda inscribed the back of this photograph: “The room in which Clyde died in El Paso Texas Ferd on bed
with Tyfoid” The elaborately carved headboard follows the Victorian style, a catchall term used to describe various
designs during the reign of Queen Victoria. A pair of stylish lambrequins drape from the shelf holding a framed
picture. Next to the door is the ubiquitous parlor commode, complete with pitcher and washbowl.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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RETURN TO DOWNEY
In August, 1888 Amanda and family returned to their home in Downey, an event noteworthy enough to
receive mention in the local newspaper. A family portrait was taken in front of their house, to
commemorate the homecoming. A measure of their relief can be gleaned from the homily placed,
probably by Meta, on the margin of the photograph: "Be it ever so humble, there's no place like home".
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lyle Shattuck

The Hovey family poses in front of their Downey home, after their return in 1888. Meta, a young woman now,
sits at the top of the stairs above her brother Ferdinand, usually called “Ferd”. Charles’ forehead is starting to
recede, and Amanda stands over everyone. Absent from this picture is Clyde, as is Karl, who had not yet
come into this world. This photograph can be dated as taken after the family returned to Downey in August,
1888, and October, 1893, when Karl was born. We can see from the stove pipe at the edge of the house that
the kitchen was to the immediate right as one entered the front door. The object hanging from the post is likely
a lantern, and the house is surrounded by walnut trees.

________________________________________________________________________________
Their house was elevated by stilts, nearly three feet off the ground level. Slats were placed between the
floor and the ground to keep out stray animals. The reason for this height was because the San Gabriel
River, which fed the irrigation system, was a runaway river, flooding Downey in the winter. As recently as
1860 the river had split, spawning the Rio Hondo. The laying of the Southern Pacific roadbed created a
long embankment which backed up the overflowing waters into parlors, kitchens, and barns. The winter of
19

Charles and Amanda Hovey – The Winning of the West

1890-91 was especially difficult, rainfall totaled nearly three feet. Waters from the San Gabriel River and
the Rio Hondo swept back and forth across the flatlands between them.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Downey Historical Society

Downey Grammar School, where the Hovey children received their primary education. Judie McKellar, who lived
across the street from Charles and Amanda, was a teacher there. She remained a resident of Downey and lived to
the age of 105.

___________________________________________________________________________________
The summer irritant appeared as the rivers dried and the hot sun hatched millions of fleas from the sandy
bottom. This was a serious problem to housewives, whose homes were invaded sometimes by black
clouds of them. Amanda would have learned of and possibly used a primitive form of pest control, douse
them with pails of boiling water. The condition of the floors and walls after such a battle must have
discouraged the most ardent housewife.
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The Southern Pacific Railroad depot was located four blocks west of the Hovey home. To get to work,
Charles walked the short distance on First Street, then a dirt road, to Depot Street, and turned left into the
station. The road was always dusty and it must have parched Charles' throat in summer. The local
newspaper carried the people's complaints about the dust and the city water truck was pressed into service
from time to time. The railroad line to Downey had been open for eight years by the time Charles and
family arrived in Downey. Lumber brought in from Banning’s Landing, a wharf in the city of Wilmington,
and crops going back gave the railroad a profitable two-way traffic. The polite and efficient station agent,
John K. Banks, like other station agents, was a man of importance. He was the first to get news of the
outside world over the telegraph and the first to be interviewed by strangers on conditions in the town.
The Hoveys grew and marketed walnuts, even while he was busily employed elsewhere. This practice of
supplementing one's income was not at all unusual. As Charles Russell Quinn, who authored "History of
Downey”, states, "Nearly everyone lived on, worked on, or owned a small farm along with their other
vocational endeavors. It. was an era to be remembered with nostalgia by those who out-lived it”.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Downey Historical Society

The Southern Pacific Railroad station was within walking distance of Charles Hovey’s home. For a time, he was a
train runner. Eventually, he took a position as engineer in charge at the Pasadena Land and Water Company, and
commuted to work by train.

___________________________________________________________________________________
Charles and Amanda, like the others with walnut groves, found that growing them was easier than
profitably selling them. The growers found themselves competing in a market over which they had no
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control. The demand was substantial; it was a national market. But the small farmer could not match wits
with the financial powers who handled the product at the other end of the transcontinental railroad. In
1889, the local walnut growers organized themselves into a cooperative, known as the Los Nietos and
Ranchita Walnut Growers Association, to protect their interest.
During the first year of operation the Cooperative was able to raise the unit price to the growers from nine
cents to 15 cents. Production increased. It is not difficult to imagine that Charles ran the locomotives
which started the train loads of walnuts on their way to the east coast. When the Cooperative was started,
it shipped 26 rail cars of nuts east. A few years later, the total for one season reached 210 cars. Each car
carried 10 tons of nuts. It was a large industry here.

The Baptist Church of Downey. We can
see that the steeple was added to the front
of the edifice after the original
construction. A doorway or window had
been wider than the addition and needed
to be replaced with fresh lumber. This
new wood could not be made to match the
old.

Michael Flood

____________________________________________________________________________________
Amanda became influential in the First Baptist Church of Downey, built in 1814. Amanda would have
traveled three long blocks west on First street, and then three short blocks north after turning right on
Dolan. In 1891, the church installed a baptistery. The tank was of heavy galvanized iron, eight feet long,
four and one-half feet deep and was set beneath a raised platform erected at the south end of the building.
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The platform, which covered about two thirds of the width of the building, served as the pulpit platform.
When baptismal ceremonies were conducted, a double hinge cover was thrown back against the wall, the
tank having been filled, separation of church and state notwithstanding, from the city street sprinkling
wagon by siphon. Heretofore baptismal services had been held at the river, which limited the ceremony to
months when the river was full. At about this time the church added 250 seats to its building.
Religious institutions took the lead in organizing the social life of the community. In 1891, Amanda's
church invited the school children from the public to its Sunday school picnic on May Day. It was a huge
success. On the appointed day, children swarmed around the church, waiting for the caravan to start. Large
farm wagons, buggies, carts, and every kind of vehicle capable of carrying people were soon filled and
moved off for Whittier Canyon. As they traveled, their number was increased, until by the time they
reached the mouth of the canyon, over one hundred vehicles had joined the procession. All managed to
negotiate the rough road to the picnic grounds. The crowd was estimated at over 500. At noon they served
a sumptuous meal everyone had their fill, with plenty left over. As the children played, hiked to the
observatory, or gathered wild flowers, the adults exchanged gossip, complained about their spouses,
bragged about their children, and generally chatted. Amanda must have been pleased with the day's
events. Her church activities helped her replace some of the grief' she felt over Clyde’s death.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Nancy Mehetabel Stout at about age 45. Her husband,
James Riggin Johnson, was a supervisor for the Southern
Pacific Railroad. His work took Nancy to many parts of the
West and Southwest as new tracks were laid. From time
to time, they lived in Los Angeles and Tustin in California,
and Sibyl Arizona, where she died on March 15, 1909.

Avonelle Hawke

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

On November 21, 1891, Amanda, and James, along with their father, “Grandpa Stout” as he was called,
boarded the train and traveled 20 miles south to visit their sister Nancy in Tustin. This event was worthy
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enough to receive notice in the local paper which headlined the story “A Family Party”. Nancy had
married James Riggin Johnson, who was a supervisor for the Southern Pacific Railroad.
Charles was able to take care of responsibilities other than railroading in 1892. He and Amanda signed a
deed to the County of Los Angeles granting it a portion of their property for the purpose of widening
College Road No.2. He assisted his mother-in-law, Melvina, in obtaining a pension due to her as the
surviving mother- of a civil war veteran, Hezekiah. Charles and S.C. Ruddock, the proprietor of the
Central Hotel, signed an affidavit attesting that Melvina, wife of Thomas Stout was very old, dependent on
others, and lived on a small plot with a garden.
___________________________________________________________________________________

Clock owned by Charles and Amanda. This
timepiece was manufactured using a 19th
Century type of plastic. It marks every
second with a loud tick, and every hour
with a melodious bong.
This clock reminds us that our ancestors
lived in a physical world like our own.
They saw their surroundings in vibrant
colors, heard each other speak, laugh, and
cry, and experienced the discomforts of
heat and cold,

Grant Hovey

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Charles, like many men at the time, voted on behalf of his family, who were not eligible. Otherwise, he
may not have bothered. Consequently, a comparatively high percentage of eligible voters went to the polls
in the 19th Century. In 1892, Charles registered to vote in the upcoming election, which would pit Grover
Cleveland against Benjamin Harrison, Cleveland won. We learn from the registration that Charles was
five foot eight inches in height, had hazel eyes, a dark complexion, and dark hair. He had no visible scars
or deformities, which the registrar was so keen to observe.
Not all of Charles' fellow trainmen were as fortunate as he in retaining their fingers and hands. Coupling of
cars by hand was a frequent cause of accidents. Cars were coupled by a donut shaped device, a link, in one
car, and a pin in the corresponding car. As one car approached another, sometimes at considerable speeds,
the link, which hung loosely down at an angle of 30 degrees, had to lifted and guided into an opening to
receive the pin. The brakeman would lift the link and hold it horizontally until the end enters the opening,
and then withdraw his hand before pinning device closed. A delay of a fraction of a second would crush
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the hand or finger. Although railroad company rules required a short stick, most trainmen preferred to
demonstrate their dexterity and to save time by using their fingers. Charles attempted to alleviate this
problem by submitting his own idea for a coupler, but his idea was one of more than 4,000. The coupler
universally adopted by the railroad industry locked automatically, and could be unlocked from the side of
the car.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Karl Stout Hovey came into this world on October
3, 1893. Sometime when he was about two years
old, Amanda took him to a photographer’s studio
in Los Angeles, where they both had their
pictures taken. Amanda herself identified his
photograph. On the reverse, in pencil, she
wrote:
“Karl Stout Hovey
His Loving Mother”

Hovey Family Collection

___________________________________________________________________________________
In 1893, to her great joy, Amanda, age 44, found herself pregnant. She hoped for a boy to fill that void
created when she lost Clyde. And so on October 3, 1893, Karl Stout Hovey was born. He was a beautiful
boy, with round soft eyes, and fine long hair. She would not let scissors near his hair. She braided it and
combed it until it had grown to a length making it difficult to distinguish Karl from a girl. She loved her
boys, especially Karl. It was a love that would not let go.
The history of Pasadena epitomized the Midwesterners’ view then that Southern California was bathed in
perpetual sunlight, possessed fertile soil and had abundant land for sale. Following the exceptionally cold
winter of 1872–73 in Indiana, a shivering and resolute group met in the home of Dr. Thomas Elliott. From
their ranks Daniel Berry was selected to visit the California southland with the express intent of finding
suitable land at cheap prices to where they could move, or at least spend their winters. After visiting
several sites he settled on the San Pasqual Rancho area, which had the best soil and water available to
grow orange groves. The Indianans wanted only to grow that tasty fruit, rejecting any other crop, such as
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barley or wheat as too bland. A few made the move and named their new city “The Indiana Colony”.
However, the politically aware Los Angeles Postmaster would not approve of any name implying that one
of his post offices was subject to a foreign power, even if was those nice folks from Indiana, and the city
was renamed “Pasadena”.
The water for the irrigation of the Pasadena orange groves and domestic use came from four springs,
which fed a reservoir. Three of the springs were located above the reservoir and the water simply flowed
downhill into it. The fourth, the Sheep Corral springs, came to the surface about a quarter of a mile
distant and one hundred and sixty five feet below the level of the reservoir. Pumping the water up to the
reservoir made economic sense. In 1891, the Pasadena Land and Water Company voted to borrow
$50,000 for improvements, including a new pumping station at Sheep Corral springs. To further enhance
this facility, an oil pipeline was laid in order for the pump to burn crude petroleum instead of coal. The
installation, running, and maintenance of the new Worthington compound duplex condensing steam
pump, and auxiliary equipment required a high degree of mechanical ability. Enter Charles Hovey, the
engineer in charge of these works. On April 18, 1894, the pumps were started and run 13 hours per day,
making 212 strokes per minute and lifting 60,000 gallons of water per hour. Projects of this expense and
difficulty require enormous effort, and Charles was required to spend long hours away from his family.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Meta Emma, the Hovey’s oldest child, had her nativity on April
19, 1872 in Little Rock, Arkansas. She had a large complement
of friends in Downey, and in 1893 the local newspaper reported
that she attended a party celebrating one Josie Eberle’s
eighteenth birthday. They played games and chatted until 10
o’clock, when it was time for a “sumptuous supper”. The meal
was followed by even more conversation. In 1897 she married
John W. Shattuck, owner of a lumber company. Meta died on
September 20, 1946, in Long Beach, California.

Lyle Shattuck

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The year 1895 caused Amanda and Charles look back and reflect. They had been married for 25 years.
Perhaps the remembrance of those difficult years when they lived separately dampened their enthusiasm
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for celebration. On their anniversary however, they received an invitation to spend a quiet evening with
their neighbor, Judie McKellar, and walked across the street to her home. But it was a pleasant ruse
instigated by Meta. Instead of a lone Judie McKellar, they were surprised by a gathering of family, friends
and neighbors, all cheerfully greeting and congratulating the couple. The Reverend Ingram guided them as
they repeated their vows. Then they all adjourned to the “cozy” dining room where a lunch was served
with coffee brewed by Judie McKellar. This meal was topped off with a beautifully decorated “bride’s
cake” and ice cream. They all had a grand time of it. This period was once known as the “Gay Nineties”.
A new generation had grown up after the end of the Civil War, and the nation had been at peace during this
time.
The first meeting of what was to become the Woman's Club of Downey was held in December 1898. The
charter members planned to meet at the members' homes every Friday afternoon to promote the social,
moral, and intellectual interests of the community. Appropriately, they called themselves the Friday
Afternoon Club of Downey. They wished to limit their number to 25. Establishment of a library was an
important goal of· the group. Amanda was deeply interested in the kindred subjects of religion, history and
geography, having experienced much religion, history and travel herself. She became a member.

Ladies of Downey. This photograph was taken
in the 1880’s. Judie McKellar, Amanda’s
neighbor, is seen in the top row left, Lee Crowell
Reeves is in the center, and Josie McKellar
Magie sits by herself in the bottom row right.
The other women are named but
undifferentiated: Edna Burdict Stewart, Madge
Darlington, and Lottie Davis McKellar.
Amanda, Judie, and Josie were instrumental in
forming the organization that was the
predecessor to the Women’s Club of Downey.

Downey Historical Society

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Amanda was elected a trustee on October 12, 1901. It was an important year for the club. The meeting
times were changed to Saturday' afternoon, and it would now be called the Saturday Afternoon Club of
Downey. The most important event was the purchase of a lot from S.C. Ruddock. Amanda's name appears
on the deed as a trustee with Josie McKellar, J.C. Kendrick, Carrie S. Scott, and S. .J. Scribner.
Amanda enjoyed the work of the club. In 1903 she was elected 1st vice president. In 1904 she made the
first contribution, five dollars, to the building fund. The California Federation of Women's Clubs held
their fourth annual convention in Los Angeles in February 1905. Amanda, who had been re-elected as a
trustee, was sent as an alternate. Also in the delegation were Judie McKellar, Mrs. G.M. Henshaw, and
Maud Marr.
On July 6, 1903, Charles and Amanda sold their property to the Dennis J. Marr family. The home that
brought happiness to the Hoveys became a house of tragedy to the Marrs. Dennis died shortly after the
sale. A few years later Maud Marr, Amanda’s fellow delegate, would die at the house of' burns from a
flaming oil can,

28

Charles and Amanda Hovey – The Winning of the West

ALHAMBRA, OAKDALE and LONG BEACH
In November 1905, Charles and Amanda purchased a home at 63 Raymond Avenue in at was then called
Dolgeville, but later became a section of the city of Alhambra. Dolgeville derived its name from the felt
industry which Alfred Dolge, pioneer of that business in the East, had established in 1903, utilizing the
buildings of the San Gabriel Winery. Railroad tycoon Henry Huntington had a hand in laying out the town
site. The Southern Pacific's Pasadena Branch ran though the center of town. Dolgeville's population in
July 1905 was 257. One attraction of moving to Dolgeville was that it had piped-in running water. Charles
and Amanda would now at last enjoy modern plumbing, and the outhouse was a thing of the past.

Front porch of the Hovey’s house in Alhambra. It was
quite an improvement for the family, but Charles lived
here for less than a year before he died in 1906. This
snapshot was taken about ten years later. Karl’s
children, Eloise and Karl “Bud”, play in the front yard.
Bud was born on December 18, 1916.

Hovey Family Collection

___________________________________________________________________________________
Less than a year later, Charles, now approaching his 66th birthday, became very ill. In August his illness
was reported in the local newspaper with a cautious glimmer of hope. But the family knew that he would
not recover. On August 17, 1906, Charles granted his interest in the property to Amanda. Too weak to sign
his name, he made his mark on the deed, witnessed by his daughter, now Meta Shattuck, and Ferd. He
patiently waited his fate, and tried to be cheerful. On September 26, 1906 at 5: 00 a.m. Charles passed
away. A short service was held the next morning, and the body was removed to Downey Cemetery.
By 1916 Amanda's mental condition had deteriorated. The family became alarmed and petitioned the
court to permit Amanda's brother James Stout to handle her finances. Amanda's assets, which consisted of
her home, investment property and savings, were substantial enough to be preserved by her family. She
was placed in a sanitarium for two months. Later, her cousin, Emma Stout, saw to her needs, and was
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likely instrumental in Amanda’s recovery. The court record documents the purchase of material for a
dress. Imagine Amanda’s delight in having someone fit and sew her a new dress., which must have
boosted her morale. In 1917 she was well enough to travel to Meta's home in Oakdale, California and
stayed with her for two years.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Ferdinand Henry Hovey, the first native born
Californian of the family, having come into
this world in Downey on July 13, 1882. He
did well in school and was listed on the Roll of
Excellence for the Primary Department of the
Downey Grammar School in 1891, where
Judie McKellar taught. He became a
carpenter and worked at the Naval Ship
Yards in Long Beach during World War II.
He remained a bachelor most of his life,
which was largely devoted to caring for his
mother. He did not marry until well after she
died. Even then, his wife, Etta, once
explained, “It was a marriage of
convenience”. Ferd was interested in family
matters, going so far as to visit relatives in
Arizona. He died February 18, 1967.

Hovey Family Collection

____________________________________________________________________________________
Amanda s mental and physical health improved. In 1919, she moved to Long Beach and stayed with a
cousin, probably Emma Stout. James, with the courts’ permission, sold the Alhambra property in 1920.
In 1921, Amanda was living at Ferd's home in Long Beach, where she did light housekeeping for him. Her
condition had improved, and she participated in the decision to purchase the Long Beach property. On
June 20, 1921 the court granted a petition to restore Amanda to capacity.
Amanda actively invested in real estate, a practice she had started after moving to Downey when she
purchased land from the Newcombs. She also purchased and sold property in San Pedro, and West Los
Angeles. By 1928 she owned two pieces of property in Long Beach. She hit upon a plan to provide equally
for her sons after her death. On June 20 1928, she deeded one of her holdings to Ferd with the provision
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she be allowed to live there the rest of her life, or as stated in the deed, "Reserving unto the grantor herein
a life interest in the above described property”. Ferd did not record the deed until January 16, 1931.
Amanda granted the second Long Beach property to Karl on January 15, 1931, again reserving a life
interest. Karl's deed was recorded at the same time as Ferd's.
The balance of Amanda's joyless life was spent in Long Beach. She was seldom seen smiling. Amanda's
gray hair was severely tied back into a bun, accentuating her dour looks. Her tall, lean body somehow
reflected rigidity and discipline. Her home had no front or back yard where a bed of flowers could be
planted.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Lyle Shattuck

Amanda’s head lolls to the side a bit as she and Ferd pose beside their car. She would have been a very safe
passenger because Ferd never drove more than 25 miles per hour in order to save on gasoline. We can presume
that they were visiting Meta because her son, Lyle, possessed the photograph. From Amanda’s heavy coat, and the
bare tree in the background, it appears to be a Christmas time visit.

___________________________________________________________________________________

Holidays and birthdays were often observed at her brother James’ house in Downey. Sometimes the
family gathered at her home in Long Beach. Her visiting grandchildren were not treated to a warm meal,
but to lengthy sermons instead. She more than once told her granddaughter, Eloise, that because of her
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love of dancing she would certainly go to Hell. James too, felt compelled to warn his sweet young niece
about her final destination. Amanda’s value system continued to be based on the fundamentalist beliefs
that were a part of her childhood.
Her love for her sons continued unabated. Ferd, who was 55 years old when Amanda died, remained a
bachelor, living with her and, he said, caring for her for the rest of her life. She resented those who might
take her place in her sons' lives: Karl's wife, Glladys, and their children Eloise and Karl Jr., known as
"Bud". When Karl remarried, he left his bride, Ethel, at home to visit his mother. He brushed her long hair
and kept it a secret that he had a new wife. In 1936, Amanda's health began to deteriorate. On February 28,
1937, at the age of 88, Amanda suffered a broken hip. One month later, on Sunday morning March 28, she
died at her home.
Amanda returned for the last time to the place of her most important years, Downey. As the body lay in
state, her grieving son Karl spent the entire night at her side. The services were held at the Baptist Church
there, where the Reverend James Robertson conducted the services. Wallace McKellar, a man with a
family name Amanda would have appreciated, provided a violin solo. Finally, Amanda was laid to rest,
next to Charles, in the Downey Cemetery.

Grant Hovey

Amanda Melvina Stout, wife of Charles Hovey,
raised four children and contributed to the religious,
economic, cultural and social development of
Downey, one of many towns of California in the
untamed West. Her headstone is a monument to
understatement.

Grant Hovey

In 1967, as a pall bearer at Ferd’s funeral, your author
saw Charles’ imposing grave marker for the first time.
The family knew little about this man’s life, and the
intriguing inscription started a decades-long quest.

__________________________________________________________________________________
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EPILOG
For more than 70 years Amanda’s final resting place was marked by the simple plaque indentifying her
only as “Mother”. Not only did this laconic marker fail to identify this Downey pioneer, it’s
comparatively small size and simplistic design seemed out of place when compared to the near
monumental sizes of her husband’s and parents’ stones. Amanda’s grandchildren wondered aloud about
what could have happened so many years ago to create such a contrast.
In 2010, Amanda’s grandson, Charles “Chuck” Hovey, visited the family gravesite and was vexed by
what he saw atop Amanda’s final resting place. He decided to remedy this abnormality with his own funds
and had his brother, Grant Hovey, design a new, and appropriate, headstone.

The top border attempts to match the barely
visible design on Charles’ grave marker.

Chuck Hovey and his son
Douglas visit the family gravesite
at the Downey Cemetery to view
Amanda’s new headstone.

Photos by Grant Hovey
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Network, Inc. 2006
Death Certificate for Karl Stout Hovey, 3055, Orange County Recorder, Santa Ana, California.
Los Angeles Great Register, County Electors, page. 287, available at the Fullerton City Library, Fullerton,
California.
Registration of Births for Clara Gleason, Volume 1 of Births, page 116, dated December 8, 1882, Pepin
County Register of Deeds, Duran Wisconsin.
Pima County Great Register 1886, page 14, number 988.
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Newspaper clippings
Memorial on his death September 26, 1906, newspaper clipping held by Grant Hovey. This obituary lists
survivors as a brother Edward, and sister M. E. Gleason, who was Mary Hovey.
El Paso Times, April 26, 1887, page 1.
Unidentified newspaper clipping “Hovey Silver Wedding”, The year is presumably 1895 because the
story relates the celebration of Charles and Amanda’s 50th wedding anniversary
Unidentified newspaper clipping with dateline of June 21. The year is presumably 1902 because the
story relates the celebration of Thomas and Melvina’s 66th wedding anniversary.
Obituary “Died” unidentified as to date or place of publication. Grant Hovey owns original clipping.
Newspaper clipping, not dated but presumed to be sometime in 1936. “In Old Tucson (1881)” “Verbatim
reprint of Tucson’s first city directory by which time is turned backward 55 years.” Grant Hovey owns a
copy.
The Advocate and Valley Vista, August 11, and 18, 1906, Dolgeville Section,
Publications
Barter, G. W. Directory of the City of Tucson for the year 1881 San Francisco, 1881.page 83.
Bishop, D. M. Compiler, Bishop’s Directory of Virginia City, Gold Hill, Silver City and Reno, 1878 – 9. ,
B.C. Vandall, Publisher, San Francisco.
Lord, Eliot Comstock Mining and Miners, reprint of 1883 edition, 1980, Howell-North Books, San Diego,
California, pages 61, 96, 206, 212, 251, 267, 325 – 329, 389, Table III page 421.
Quinn, Charles Russell, History of Downey, Elena Quinn publisher, Downey, California, 1973
Senour, Rev. F., Morgan and His Captors, C.F. Yent & Co. Cincinnati, 1865.
Stout, Herald F, Stout and Allied Families, Privately Published, San Diego, California 1986, San Diego
Genealogical Society, page. 235
Summers, Constant, The Silver The Silver Years! A History of the Woman’s Club of Downey, 1998 –
1923
A Biographical Directory of the Indiana General Assembly, volume 1, 1816 – 1899, page 60, The Indiana
Historical Bureau, Indianapolis 1980.
A General Business Mining Directory of Storey, Lyon, Ormsby, and Washoe Counties, Nevada, Compiled
by John D. Bethel & Company, Virginia City, 1875.
Directory of Alhambra, 1910 – 1911 page 30.
Directory of the City of El Paso, 1888, page 61.
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Publications (continued)
Indiana State Gazetteer and Business Directory For 1862 and 1863, Third Edition, page 68, George W.
Hawes & Co. publisher, Indianapolis, Indiana. Available at the Indiana State Library.
Los Angeles County Directory, 1883-1884, page 356.
Tucson and Tombstone, General and Business Directory, For 1883 and 1884. Cobler & Company,
publisher, Tucson, Arizona, 1883.

Headstones
Headstone inscription for Henry B. Hovey, Section 2, Evergreen Cemetery , Lee, Oneida County, New
York. Grant Hovey's visit. Photograph available from Grant Hovey. Inscription: "Henry B. son of Ezra
& Urania Hovey, died March 5, 1836, age 23 y's 4 m's," the number of days is not stated.
Headstone inscription for Charles Henry Hovey, Downey Cemetery, Grant Hovey's visit in 1990
Headstone of Hezekiah Stout, Andersonville,
Other Sources
Statement of Eloise Hovey Pattiz, Amanda’s granddaughter, March 4, 1972.
Interview with Eloise Hovey Pattiz. July 27, 1986.
Interview with Amanda’s grandson, Lyle Shattuck, April 16, 1988.
Interview with Karl Hovey’s widow, Ethel Hovey, September 1, 1986.
Photograph of young woman with caption, “Mrs. A. M. Hovey, June 16, 1870”.
Photograph of young child, "Charles Clyde Hovey, Born April 5, 1874, Died April 24, 1897”, on reverse.
Affidavit of Birth for Ferdinand Henry Hovey, notarized signature of Meta Hovey Shattuck, October 6,
1944.
California Operator’s License for Karl Hovey, issued in 1947.
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